Surname 4
Student's Name
Professor's Name
Course Number
Date 
Question One
The Epic of Gilgamesh embodies the rich Sumerian oral tradition. The oral poetry was ideally intended to be presented as recitals to the audience.  Consequently, they were enriched with an array of dramatic and sound devices to captivate the audience's attention.  Similarly, this poem is fundamental because it depicts the Sumerians' socio-cultural context, which would make the audience relate to the persona or narrator during the presentation. In the Epic of Gilgamesh, Tablet I up to Tablet XI provides classic examples in which the author deploys literary devices such as anaphora, assonance, simile, exclamation, rhetorical questions, and allusion to enable the poem to be heard loud and for easier memorization. 
Anaphora is one of the literary devices employed in The Epic of Gilgamesh. Anaphora is a technique where the poet uses the same word repeatedly at the start of successive sentences, clauses, or phrases. Tablet II of this poem indicates how the author used anaphora. The lines below indicate the presence of this literal device in this poem:
He drank seven juglets of the beer.
His mood became relaxed; he was singing joyously, 
He felt lighthearted, and his features glowed.
He treated his hairy body with water (40-45). 
Based on the above lines, the reader can easily memorize and recite these sentences because of their musicality. This device also engages the audience in a certain emotional experience. 
Assonance is a sound device featured in the epic to enhance the musicality and the aesthetic value of the poem as it is recited to the audience. Assonance does bring out beats in a poem to make it an exciting piece of art to listen to. It is usually brought out by the repetition of vowel sounds in a given line of a poem. In the poem, the poet says, “He anointed himself with oil, turned into a man. (Tablet II 40-45). Based on this example, it is apparent that assonance enhances the rhyme of the poem. These vowels sounds should always appear near each other so that the ready can notice them easily. 
Simile has been employed in the poem as a figure of speech, which involves comparing one thing with another thing of a different kind in a poem. In the poem, the poet says, "Who could be his like for kingly virtues? And who like Gilgamesh, can proclaim, "I am king" (Tablet I 45-50). The simile here makes us have an image in our mind of the HE in the poem compared to kingly virtues. Other examples include, “lording it like a wild bull and his head thrust high” (Tablet I 55). The simile has highlighted the word, acting as the leader in this epic to demonstrate his courage, strength, and braveness, just like the wild bull not tamed and raw, so is HE of the poem. The simile makes the reader see and relate with the teammates who stand forth by his game stick's authority. By extension, the device as imagery creates vivid pictures in the readers' mind, aiding in engaging the text and absorb it. 
Exclamation is a silent dramatic device that has been employed in the poem to deploy and create a dramatic tone that perfectly fits in, in recitation. The epic of Gilgamesh has used exclamation in circumstances of the heated engagement. For example, in Tablet II, the poet says, “They shattered the doorpost, the wall shook!” (105). In an overview of the above, the exclamation in the epic has been used to express a sudden outcry. Another example asserts, “Shamhat brings that man here!” (Tablet I 55). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rhetorical questions have also been employed in the poem to engage the narrator and the audience by provoking the reader or audience to decipher information brought forth by the poet. The style raises questions that do not need answers. For instance, the poet says, “Is it not people’s custom to get married?” (Tablet II 65). Rhetorical in a poem is good in persuading, subtly influencing the audience in thinking in a particular way as per the theme, subject of the poem, contributing to the argument's effectiveness.
Lastly, allusion has been creatively used as an expression, word used and designed to call something to mind without mentioning it directly or explicitly. An allusion is used as a figure of speech to give the audience have the opportunity to make the direct connection of concept in the poem, thus interpreting the information in the poem. The poem says, “Restore of holy places that delude had destroyed” (Tablet I 40). The phrase means a reference to a place of worship, an indication of religion. Another example is “The God of wisdom” (Tablet I 52).
To conclude, the literary devices employed in The Epic of Gilgamesh, for example, assonance and anaphora, which create musicality in a poem, are for recitation, just like this epic of Gilgamesh, making it captivating and an ideal attraction and sustenance of the audience's attention. The use of simile, exclamation, allusion, and rhetorical questions is to provoke the reader's thinking towards the theme or the poem's subject matter, for it's through the lens of the diction that gets to understand what the poem says.  
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